
Coptic Orthodox Christianity
(OSTS Fall 2018)

Sept 17 - Introduction to the Coptic Church

Sept 24 - Coptic Faith (Creed)

Oct 1- Coptic Liturgy (Holy Eucharist)

Oct 8- Thanksgiving Monday (no classes)

Oct 15- Coptic Rites (Sacraments)

Oct 22- Coptic Life (Prayer, Fasting, Feasts)

Oct 29 - Coptic Art, Architecture, Music

Nov 5 - Coptic Saints & Miracles

Nov 12- Coptic Monasticism, Priesthood, Holy Orders

Nov 19 - Coptic Martyrdom & Persecution

Nov 26 - Coptic Church in Modern Era & Conclusion

www.stmary-ottawa.org/coptic2018

Mondays
8:40 PM ς9:30 PM

http://www.stmary-ottawa.org/coptic2018
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Coptic Orthodox Christianity
Introduction
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Welcome!

Please provide:

ÅName

ÅEmailAddress (to receive material)

ÅFaith/ Denomination (only if you wish to share)

ÅName 1 thing you already know about the Coptic Church

ÅName 1 thing you wish to know about the Coptic Church



H.H. Pope Tawadros II
118th Patriarch of Alexandria







{ŀƛƴǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ
Cairo, Egypt



Coptic Orthodox Christianity
Key Characteristics

ÅBiblical

ÅApostolic
(founded by Saint Mark)

ÅOrthodox

ÅTraditionalyet Modern

ÅEstablished in Alexandria(Egypt)

ÅPersecuted yet Joyfulin the Lord

ÅRichin History, Saints, Service, Teachings, Tradition
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Miaphysitism= united nature of the Incarnate
Word of God (perfect in His divinity & humanity)
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Major Branches of Christianity



Major Christian Traditions
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Orthodox Churches

EASTERNORTHODOX(250 million)

ÅAlbania, Bulgaria, Georgia

ÅAntioch

ÅConstantinople

ÅCzech and Slovakia

ÅGreece

ÅPoland

ÅRussia

ÅSerbia

ÅUkraine

ORIENTALORTHODOX(76 million)

ÅAlexandria (Coptic 15-18 million)

ÅArmenia

ÅEritrea

ÅEthiopia

ÅIndia

ÅSyria

Miaphysitism= united nature of 
the Incarnate Word of God (perfect 
in His divinity & humanity)
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Orthodox Christian Tradition

ORTHODOX= STRAIGHTPATH

ÅDogma(belief and faith) is unwavering, firmly unchanged

ÅBiblically-based(Holy Tradition must never contradict the Bible)

ÅHoly Tradition passed down from generation to generation

ÅTheology(expression of faith) is governed by Holy Councils

THEABOVEDOESNOT CHANGE; WHEREASTHEFOLLOWINGCAN CHANGEΧ

ÅCultural& local customs can vary over time

ÅLocal(e.g. language) as appropriate

ÅTechnologicaladvances welcome
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Who are the Copts?
ά¢ƘŜ /ƻǇǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ early

Christiandenomination that 
began in Alexandriaand 

survived the rise of Islam in 
Egypt starting in the 7th 
century. Today they are a 
minority in Egyptbut still 

constitute the largestsingle 
Christiancommunity in the 
Middle East. The Egyptian 

government estimates about 
5 million Copts, but the 

Coptic Orthodox Church says 
15-18 millionΦέ

The Wall Street Journal (Feb. 16, 2015)

Reliable numbers are hard to find but 
estimates suggest they make up 

somewhere between 6% and 18% of the 
population. Most Copts are Egyptian, 

although there are significant pockets of 
them in Syria, Libya, Jordan and other 

countries, including in the West.
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Coptic Personalities
Ms. Iris Habib el Masri

ÅProminent Coptic Historian (1910-1994)

ÅDedicated her life to documenting reliable history of the Copts

ÅDefends against labelling the Copts as adherents of Eutycheanism.

ÅThe Coptic Church is against9ǳǘȅŎƘŜǎΩ ƘŜǊŜǎȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ άŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘέ 
his humanity.

ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ /ƻǇǘǎ ŀǎ άMonophysitesέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ Iƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǿƛƴƪƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ όŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴύΦ

ÅCopts are notάMonophysitesέ ōǳǘ άMiaphysitesέ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘȅ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ
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hǊƛƎƛƴ ϧ aŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά/ƻǇǘƛŎέ
The English words Egyptand Copthave the same linguistic roots:

Latinword Aegyptus derived from Greekword Aigyptos
derived from Ancient Egyptian word Hakuptah

In early days,
Copticmeant Egyptian.

Since the 7th Century,
Copticmeans Christian.
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Coptic Church
One of the 5 early centres of Christianity

Early Centres of Christianity

a) Jerusalem

b) Alexandria(Egypt)

c) Antioch

d) Rome(Italy)

e) Constantinople
(modern-day Turkey)

The Coptic Church is also known as the Church(or See) of Alexandria.
17



Ancient Egyptian Heritage

Copts

ÅThe indigenous people of Egypt

ÅDescendants of the ancient Egyptians

Coptic Language

ÅCoptic is an oral & written (originally hieroglyphics) language

ÅWritten language later progressed to using a 31-letter alphabet
(the alphabet uses 24 letters from the Greek alphabet and adds 7 more)

ÅThe Coptic language was commonly used well into the 17th Century A.D.

ÅThe Coptic Church continues to preserve the Coptic language until today
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Coptic Language

ÅBiblical (NT Greek; OT Hebrew) 
scripturewas translated into 
Coptic in the early Christian 
Centuries.

ÅHundreds of Coptic 
manuscriptspreserved in 
museums and library archives.

ÅCopticlanguage still used in 
modern-day worship, along 
with the local language (e.g. 
English, French, Arabic).
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Coptic Manuscript
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Coptic Manuscripts

Translatorsof books of the
Old Testament into Egyptian dialects 

were naturally made from the 
Alexandrian Greek version 

(Septuagint).

The Coptic version is one of the 
earliestversion of

the New Testament.
To the present day survived almost 

1000Coptic manuscripts.
5th Century Coptic Manuscript with

drawing depicting Job and his daughters
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